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December 17, 2020 Board of Education Meeting

 
 This month's Board of Education meeting was held at Holt High School to ensure

appropriate social distancing. Open Session was live-streamed via the District's
YouTube channel and you can view the recording by visiting the WSD on YouTube. The
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full agenda and supporting documents can be viewed on the website under Public
Access to BoardDocs.

Teacher of the Year

 
 The 2020-2021 building Teachers of the Year were recognized before the

Board and Constance Hallemeier, math teacher from Liberty High School, was
named the Wentzville School District Teacher of the Year, sponsored by
District marketing partner Allstate Insurance agent John Larson. Mrs.
Hallemeier, who is now a two-time District Teacher of the Year, has worked
for the WSD since 2003. "I am so honored to be selected from all the
amazing teachers represented from around the District who engage our
students each and every day," said Hallemeier following the announcement.
"It's truly a blessing to work in a District that has such dedicated teachers." 

 

  

http://www.boarddocs.com/mo/wsdr4/Board.nsf/Public
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p7xj_qoAYKhXES_WZXb3c4H8zhrqHL-vAPNjCh-4w10/edit?usp=sharing
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Personnel

 
 The Board approved Andrew Hammond as Assistant Principal at Holt High

School, effective July 1, 2021. Mr. Hammond has been a Social Studies teacher at
Holt for the past eight years. He has also served as head coach of wrestling and
football at Holt and as a head coach for track at Wentzville Middle School. Mr.
Hammond has served on the District's Professional Development Committee and
helped pilot the Holt Athletic Leadership Program. Mr. Hammond has a bachelor’s
degree in Social Studies Education from Jamestown College, and he holds a master’s
degree from Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota in Educational Leadership.

 

 

 

 

 The Board approved Sonya Borders as Assistant Principal at Holt High
School, effective July 1, 2021. Ms. Borders is currently a Dean of Students in the
Francis Howell School District. Prior to her role in Francis Howell, she served as the
English/Language Arts Department Chair at Liberty High School since
2014 and was the English/Language Arts Department Chair at Wentzville South
Middle School for 12 years starting in 2001. Ms. Borders has participated in the
Wentzville School District’s We-LEAD program, was a Teacher of the Year at South
Middle School, and chartered the Key Club at Liberty High School. Ms. Borders has a
bachelor’s degree from Southeast Missouri State University, her Master’s Degree in
Educational Leadership from Missouri Baptist University, her Specialist’s Degree in
Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment from Missouri Baptist University, and is
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pursuing a doctorate degree from Missouri Baptist University.

Ms. Borders and Mr. Hammond will replace Dr. Amanda Shelmire and Dr. Jake Adams,
who have been hired as principal and activities director at North Point High School
beginning July 1, 2021.

 

 

 

 The Board accepted the retirement of David Wilson, Director of
Transportation, effective June 30, 2021. Mr. Wilson has worked for the WSD
since 2014.

The Board accepted the resignation of Mary LaPak, Chief Communications
Officer, effective January 31, 2021. Mrs. LaPak has worked for the WSD since
2009 and has accepted a position in the Rockwood School District. "I am so grateful
to the outstanding and dedicated professionals at every level of this District," shared
LaPak in her letter to the Board. "The WSD team is composed of the hardest working
individuals I have ever met, who are committed to the District, its students, and their
success. Those efforts are even more evident this year, given the unique challenges
presented by the pandemic. It has been a pleasure and an honor to support those
efforts and share with stakeholders the exemplary work that happens here for kids
every day."

 

Belcher Scholarship Nominee Selected
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 Holt senior Ethan Dunsworth has been selected by the WSD Board of Education as the

District nominee for the John T. Belcher Scholarship. The Missouri School Board
Association (MSBA) and Future Builders established the statewide scholarship
program in the memory of Mr. Belcher who was instrumental in developing innovative
financing programs for Missouri school districts. "The learning environment for
thousands of Missouri’s public school students was improved as a result of his work,"
says the scholarship description. "Though Mr. Belcher lost his battle with cancer in
1989, his courage was an inspiration to all who knew him."

As the District nominee, Dunsworth now has the opportunity to apply for a $1,000
scholarship, which is awarded to a student in each of MSBA’s 17 regions. Following
the selection of regional winners, a statewide winner is chosen and will receive an
additional $1,500 scholarship. Applicants are judged on the basis of academic
performance, extracurricular activities and the quality of an essay.

 

Old Business
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 BOUNDARY UPDATE... The Board approved administration's recommendation

that the District’s middle school boundaries for the 2021-2022 school year
not change as previously approved by the Board of Education. Assistant
Superintendent of Administrative Services Mr. John Schulte shared that given this
year's unanticipated decline in enrollment, administration felt that our students and
community would be better served by not changing boundaries for one school year
before the opening of the fourth middle school in the 2022-2023 school year. The
Board also approved the recommendation that beginning with the 2022-2023 school
year, middle school boundary lines match the lines of the corresponding high school
to allow for a clean feeder system once students reach the middle school level. This
change will result in the following feeder systems:

Frontier Middle School will feed Liberty High School
South Middle School will feed Timberland High School
Wentzville Middle School will feed Holt High School
New Middle School will feed North Point High School

ACADEMIC CALENDARS...
The Board approved the 2021-2022 and 2022-2023 Academic Calendars.

EARLY RETIREMENT INCENTIVE PROGRAM... CFO Richard Angevine presented
information on a new, Early Separation Incentive Plan (ESIP) for employees. The
Board approved the plan as presented. Employees should check their email for details
and eligibility.

CLEAN AUDIT... Derek Gokin, Senior Accountant from Daniel Jones & Associates,
shared with the Board that the District had received an "unmodified" or clean audit of
its financial records, accounting practices and compliance with state and federal
requirements during the fiscal year that ended June 30, 2020. The audit team spent

 

https://www.wentzville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO02202303/Centricity/Domain/97/2021-2022%20%20Academic%20Calendar-Final%20approved%2012.17.20.pdf
https://www.wentzville.k12.mo.us/cms/lib/MO02202303/Centricity/Domain/97/2022-2023%20%20Academic%20Calendar-Final%20-Approved%2012.17.20.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s_sBL_YXpsMzuy2aFEwopOtkO2IVqvUP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eJBOQlB5OkUsjEeYjuulQ0o94sCuFDbx/view?usp=sharing
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several months reviewing information from the WSD Finance & Facilities Department,
and there were no findings to report or questioned cost. The audit was all inclusive,
reviewing everything from how a purchase order becomes a check, tracing a check to
ensure all checks originated with a purchase order that followed proper procedures,
reviewing bids and contracts, verifying attendance and payroll records, as well as
confirming correct receipt of revenue at the local, county, state and federal level.  

  Special Board of Education Meeting: January 6
Next Regular Board of Education Meeting: January 21

 


